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EVENTS OF THE DAY 

IN CHARGE OF 

GARNET ISABEL PELTON 

The Wak. Poland, the most devastated territory of the war, 
once one of the largest kingdoms of Europe, which Russia, Prussia, 
and Austria partitioned among themselves (in 1795) was proclaimed 
an autonomous monarchy with a constitutional government, early in 
November, by a manifesto of the German and Austrian emperors. 
They referred merely to that portion of it conquered from Russia, 
leaving the boundaries of the future kingdom and the time of its res- 
toration to be settled later; meanwhile they call Polish patriots to 
their aid. 

The European battle-fronts have not greatly changed. The Anglo- 
French offensive on the Somme has progressed slowly but steadily. 
At Verdun, where the greatest battle of history has been waged con- 
tinuously since February 21, the French have reconquered much of 
the ground taken by the Germans. Italy and Russia have been pound- 
ing at Austria on their respective boundaries. The chief interest 
lies on the Macedonian front and centres in Roumania and Greece. 
"Roumania seems to have entered the war at the right time, but the 
wrong place." She rushed madly to conquer Austrian territory 
(Transylvania) peopled by Roumanians, leaving her boundary towards 
Bulgaria and the Black Sea practically unprotected. The Central 
Powers poured in at that point. Hammered on two sides, Roumania 
lost almost one-fourth of her army in six weeks. In Greece, the Allies, 
to insure the safety of their ships in Greek waters, have taken over the 
Greek navy. 

The High Cost of Living. In Europe, fifteen million men or 
more have been taken from productive labor and put to the task of 
destroying the world's wealth at the rate of over a hundred million 
dollars' worth a day. By next August they will have destroyed the 
value of seventy-five billion dollars, eight times all the gold and silver 
money in the world. As a result, prices have soared in all countries. 
British food prices are up 50 per cent, German 100 per cent, Austrian 
500 per cent. Of all neutral countries, the United States, where prices 
have increased only a little over 12 per cent, has suffered least. Here 
prices are influenced by a combination of natural, exceptional, and 
somewhat contradictory conditions. The price of flour has gone up 
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50 per cent because the wheat crop of the world is a poor one this 
year. Ours is barely enough for our own consumption yet Europe is 
demanding it, and speculators are raising the prices. Coal, though 
plentiful, is up because the laborers and freight cars are scarce, due 
respectively to the war shutting off immigration and to our transpor- 
tation of tremendous exports for the warring countries. Meat is high 
because our production of meat animals has not kept pace with the 
increase of population and we are sending meat also to Europe. Many 
imports we have heretofore depended on from the belligerent countries, 
such as drugs and dyes from Germany, are held back by embargo or 
blockade. But chiefly "we are suffering from too much prosperity." 
In return for the enormous supplies we are sending to belligerents and 
other countries, formerly depending on them, gold is flowing into the 
country at the rate of a million dollars a day. We already have one- 
third of the world's gold. Amazing fortunes are being made; specula- 
tion is rampant. When money is plentiful people have more of it to 
spend. It is a natural law of political economy that prices must rise 
when money is plentiful. 

The Election. At this writing, November 11, after one of the 
closest, most uncertain, and longest presidential contests the country 
has ever known, President Wilson without doubt has won with a 
majority of ten electoral votes. The returns, however, are not all in, 
or all official. Without doubt also, he has the largest popular vote. 
(It is possible for a president to be elected by a minority of popular 
votes. This has happened twice.) 

Election Day, Tuesday, November 7, was further memorable. 
Sixteen million citizens, of whom over a fifth were women, voted for 
the next president and vice president of the United States, for the next 
House of Representatives (which does not meet until December, 1917, 
the last session of the present, the Sixty-fourth, Congress, meeting this 
December), for one-third of the next Senate, and for different state, 
county, and municipal officers. Three candidates for the House of 
Representatives were women, of whom one, Jeannette Rankin of 
Montana, is elected and will be the first woman member of Congress. 
Three women were chosen electors. Six states and Alaska declared 
for prohibition, making a total of twenty-five prohibition states. Two 
states, South Dakota and West Virginia, voted on suffrage. At this 
writing the result is not known. For the first time in history every 
party had a suffrage plank on its platform. 

The next Congress will have a Democratic Senate but with a smaller 
majority than the present one. Democrats and Republicans in the 
House will be almost equally divided so that the five independent 
members will hold the balance of power. 



